
SSMS PTA Minutes 

February 6th 2018 

 

1. Motion to accept January minutes made by Michelle Sewell and seconded by Kaitlyn Keogh. 

2. Welcome- Emma Travers- Emma welcomed all and thanked Irma for running the last meeting. 

3. Nomination Committee Vote- Marie Eckrich- The nominating committee will be made up of 

Marie Eckrich, Cammie Harloff, Kara Spinelli and Tracy Reisert and Faith Varley. A vote to accept 

the committee members was held and approved by all.  The committee will be reaching out and 

sending emails to ask for volunteer.  Contact members of the committee if you have questions, 

would like to volunteer, or know of someone who may want to volunteer. 

4. Committee Updates-  

a. Reflections- Christine Kufta- 15 students participated.  Winners got gift cards from Turn 

of the Cork Screw and Chocolate Works.  Art work will be on display at the Art Studio in 

Rockville Centre.  Nine entries went on to the Nassau County regional completion and 

two are going on to the state competition. 

b. Drug and Alcohol Task Force- Cammie Harloff- There was a great turn out at the last 

presentation.  On 3/30 Chris Herring, a former professional athlete, will be presenting.  

He will be sharing his story of addiction and recovery. The presentation will be held at 7 

pm in the high school auditorium.  It will be a ticket only event and students are 

encouraged to attend. Rose Cammarata noted that Steven Darg, an individual in 

recovery, spoke to the 6-8th graders. He talked about his journey and how his struggle 

began.  He made the point that he is in the minority because he is still alive unlike many 

in his situation.  He touched briefly on vaping.  

c. Curriculum- Irma Altman- At the last meeting they discussed the next generation science 

standards, and visible learning- where teachers see learning through the eyes of the 

learner and become more of a facilitator in the learning process.   They will look at the 

state tests at the next meeting. 

d. Apparel and Box Tops- Alanna Bender- Alanna has apparel available.  Reach out to her if 

you are interested in making a purchase.  She is still collecting Box Tops.  They can be 

dropped off in the school library or dropped at Alanna’s house.  8th graders who are 

looking for service hours can volunteer to cut them.  Still looking for someone to take 

over next year.  The job is not difficult and can be done on your own schedule.   

Alana also spoke about the St. Baldrick’s fundraiser which will be help on March 24th.  

This is a wonderful community event that raises a lot of money.  The money goes 

towards researching childhood cancers.  Money goes to both local and worldwide 

hospitals.  Please consider participating and donating.  

e. Fundraising- Josie Milano- The committee is still working to raise money. They are 

selling $20 boxes.  The winning number will correspond to the win 4 of the day.  Chance 

to win up t $250.  

5. Teacher’s Report- Kaitlyn Keough- Remembrance day will be held in March for the 8th graders. 

The 6th grade just complete the novel A Fish in a Tree.  They are going to work on writing fables 

next.  Eighth grade baby pictures for the yearbook are due by February 28th.  Dedications are 

due by April 1st. All submission can be made through www.yearbookordercenter.com.  

http://www.yearbookordercenter.com/


6. SEPTA- Kelly Lynch- The special needs camp fair will be held on February 7th in the high school 

cafeteria. 

7. President’s report- Emma Travers- 

a. Mr. Lee will be honored at the Ed Foundation Gala this year.  The Middle School will be 

sponsoring an ad.  Please consider attending this great event. 

b. The AIM committee will need a new chair next year.  This is a great way to get involved 

in the school and the curriculum. 

c. Climate surveys will be taken in March.  The surveys are optional, confidential and 

anonymous.  It is an exercise in social /emotional learning.  Students, teachers, and 

parents will be asked to complete the survey in order to gain an understanding of how 

members of the school community feel about the atmosphere/culture of the school. 

8. Treasurer’s Report- Faith Varley- There was no activity as of January.  $ 25,126.75 was the 

balance as of the end of December. 

9. Principal’s Report- Shelagh McGinn-  

a. Thank you to the PTA for supporting Challenge Day.  It is an amazing day where kids 

become vulnerable and connected.  They share a lot with each other and respect the 

confidentiality rules.  The biggest take away for the students is that everyone has 

burdens.  No one is untouched by issues/problems.  

b. There have been a few issues with the 8th grade community project this year that are 

being assessed.  The project will be rolled out to the kids shortly.  The point is for it to be 

meaningful, not strenuous.  

c. Cell phones are becoming a big problem at the Middle School.  The problem is what is 

on the phones.  It was recommended that parents go through their kids phones, 

especially pictures, and monitor what is on them. Parents are encouraged to open up a 

dialog with their children about the what is appropriate and what is not.  The students 

don’t understand the harm and danger in what they are doing. They don’t understand 

the ramifications.  

d. On February 7th Tara Algerio- Vento, the nurse from the high school, and Carol Roseto, 

the athletic director, will speak to the students about the effects of vaping.  

e. If parents are choosing to opt their children out of the state tests, please let the school 

know ASAP.  Email Shelagh or their guidance counselor by the 1st week in march. 

10. Motion to adjourn made by Alanna Bender, seconded by Michelle Sewell 

 


